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Traits 

Martens  are  active,  hardy  animals  that  tame  readily  and  make  engaging 
pets.   Their  fur  when  prime  is  thick  and  soft. 

Pood 

Wild  martens  feed  largely  on  rahhits,  squirrels,  mice,  "birds,  and  in- 
sects, "but  in  captivity  they  relish  milk,  "bread,  "boiled  rice,  cornmeal,  graham 
mush,  ta"ble  refuse,  chicken  heads,  "butchers'  scraps,  and  cooked  prunes  and 
other  fruits.  Large  "bones  with  fragments  of  meat  attached  are  excellent  for 
their  teeth.  The  livers  and  entrails  of  small  animals  to  "be  fed  to  martens 
should  "be  removed,  as  these  organs  frequently  contain  parasites.  Presh  water 
should  he  supplied  daily.   Care  should  he  taken  to  give  the  animals  only  as 
much  as  will  he  eaten  immediately,  for  overfeeding  is  as  injurious  as  underfeed- 
ing. Pemales  with  young  should  always  he  fed  twice  a  day;  others  may  he  fed 
once  or  twice  a  day  as  may  he  convenient. 

Pens 

Pens  are  hest  located  where  they  will  he  partially  shaded  hy  trees  and 
where  the  animals  can  occasionally  enjoy  a  sun  hath.  Each  individual  must  have 
a  pen  and  a  nest  hex  to  itself,  though  after  the  martens  have  hecome  accustomed 
to  captivity  and  to  their  quarters  it  is  usually  feasihle,  except  while  the 
young  are  with  their  mothers,  to  allow  the  occupants  of  several  adjoining  pens 
■to  run  together  at  times  hy  leaving  open  the  connecting  doors.  This  will  permi 
the  keeper  to  judge  the  preferences  of  the  animals  for  one  another  and  thus  aid 
him  in  mating  them  satisfactorily.  There  is  always  ganger,   however,  that  some 
one  of  them  will  suddenly  hecome  savage  and  kill  a  comrade.   In  any  case,  each 
animal  should  he  fed  in  its  own  pen.   Convenience  and  economy  require  that  peni 
he  huilt  in  a  series,  which  may  he  either  single  or  douhle.  They  should  each 
he  at  least  5  hy  8  feet  on  the  floor  and  8  feet  high.  The  floor  should  he  made 
of  rock  or  cement  or  l/2- inch-mesh  galvanized  sandscreen,  covered  with  sand  or 
sandy  loam,  not  clay,  to  a  depth  of  3  or  4  inches.  The  walls  and  top  may  he 
made  of  1-inch-^mesh  galvanized  wire  netting,  llo,  15  wire  or  larger.  A  roof  to 
keep  out  an  excess  of  snow  or  rain  is  sometimes  desirahle.  A  section  of  a  tree 
with  hranches,  set-  in  each  pen  will  he  appreciated  hy  these  active  creatures. 


A 

Pishers  are  cared  for  in  much  the  same  way. 


Hest  Boxes 


Nest  toxes  shovid  te  weathar-pioof  and  so  placed  as  alw^s  to  te  x^  the 
shade.     They  should  consist  of  t^o  compartments,   the  entry  to  tne  ^^^J'^ 
nest  compartment,   teing  through  the  outer  room     which  --.^^=^,S^f^*°^rT inches 
light  Ja  draughts  of  air  from  the  nest.      Ih\^°°"^f„^no  inches  high  for 
™ile  and  5  inches  high  for  martens,    and  8  inches  wxde  and  1°^^=^^^  ^  S 
fishers,     nest  material  will  remain  in  pljce  if  '^l^J:fZ^';!'liTllns^6.  so 
top  of  the  partition,     llest  hoxes  should  ^e  <i^t=^='^'^"l^,f ""  *^f  °ot^nclude 
constructed  that  they  may  te  opened  for  cleaning.     Bedcans  snc-lld 
anything  that   can  injure  fur,    such  as  tnirs  or  chall. 


Breeding 


The  normal  breeding  season  in  --^l^-l^'^J^^^^^'l'^l.^l^T^in, 
u^ally  hetween  the  middle   of  July  and  *f  *^f/^  «*  ^^,  f  ^r'^rimal  E^eri- 

Zr^^^^^  trf03  Z^  SCad^rSk^  ;;ilenerally  accepted  to  .e 


the  case . 

Diseases 


.  .   .L^,       +.0  n^.^P^       -Piitrid  or  otherwise  imwliole- 
Diseases  are   easier  to  avoxd  than  to  J-^-  J^f^^^  ^,    ^  ^,^^  is  an 
some  food  causes  indigestion  and  d:^arrhea.     The  ^xcremen  ^^ 

index  of  its  health.      It   should  he  firm  ^-^  -°^^[;  shouldTe  kept   warm  in 
isolated.     Animals  s-offering  from  colds  or  P^^°^;^J^/°f3,^^,^3  Ly  usually 
quarters  that  are  dry  and  well  ventilated.      I/^^^^^f  whSn  fresh  should  oe 
he   corrected  hy  a  diet  of   eggs  and  fresh  ^^^^ '    /°^J^  ™^^  '^Ltile   soap  in 
treated  with  turpentine.      Sores   should  he  -^shed  daily  ^^^^  f  ^^^.^^  ^^,,  the 
warm  water  and  treated  with  hydrogen  peroxide.      Insect  powder  dus 
fur  helps  to  keep  down  the  numher  of  lice  and  fleas. 

General  Instructions 

Be  sure  to  see  every  animal  every  day,.  J^^f  ^^^ fa^eTo^rfach'da.^!'^' 
food  a.d  water  pans  clean.  Attend  to  tno  =^?;»f  =  f^/^^J/^^  ^ri^^i^cing  them 
lame  them  hy  remaining  in  their  sight  as  much  as  possible  ana    y 

to  take  food  from  the  hand. 


